ALLENBY IN EGYPT
close-locked,   muddy   scrum   in   France   needs   further
examination.   In truth his record there was at least as
good as that of any other British commander.    In the
hurly-burly of the Retreat from Mons and in the sudden
rebound to the Aisne he kept his head as well as any,
and better than some; the Cavalry Division may have
done nothing very spectacular, but it covered the flanks
of the army and kept a far more numerous force of
enemy horsemen at a safe distance.   In the First Battle
of Ypres the Cavalry Corps under Allenby, in holding at
bay  so  greatly  superior   a  mass   of   enemy   infantry,
performed a feat of defence unrivalled in history by any
other cavalry; and the chief credit was undoubtedly due
to the composure, personal example, and iron resolution
of its leader.
His handling of his next command, the Fifth Corps,
has been much criticized.   He is said to have been waste-
ful  of  life  in  making   attacks   or   counter-attacks   in
conditions where there was little or no chance of success.
Allenby, it should be noted, took over the Corps at the
crisis of the Second Battle of Ypres, when fighting had
been in progress for some time, much ground had already
been lost, and it seemed doubtful whether Ypres itself
could be held.    He had no opportunity of getting to
know the ground or the troops before his Corps had to
withstand renewed heavy attacks.    And he had orders
to maintain his position at all costs.    In this he was
successful, and the Corps lost little ground in the closing
stages of the battle.   In the circumstances Allenby was
bound to act as he did, and his firmness may have saved
Ypres.    But his harsh manner gave  the  unfortunate
impression of a rough, obstinate commander who could
only charge blindly forward.
His command of the Third Army showed that he
was sot careless of men's lives. In the ordinary day-
to-day holding of the line its proportion of casualties
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